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Nutrition 
that stacks 
up for them 
and works 
for you.

CopRice.com.au

It’s been a long, hard day in the heat and dust. But their 
stamina and mental focus haven’t wavered. That’s the 
power of CopRice Working Dog food. 

High in quality protein and fat, along with 
carbohydrates including 100% Australian-grown rice, 
they provide the fuel your dogs need to work at their 
peak for longer. Available from all leading feed stores. 

Keep them working at their peak for longer.
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Innovative Livestock Identification
with Enduro Tags.

E N D U R O  T A G S

Dr John Steinfort
testing tags. 

Dr John Steinfort, an 
innovator and veterinarian 
is working to improve the 
field performance of 
Livestock tags.
John Steinfort worked in 
private practice in South 
Gippsland in Victoria for 20 
years. It was in 1998 around 
the time when the MLA 
and NLIS were introducing 
electronic cattle tags for 
Livestock traceability… “I 
saw the electronic tags in 
dairy cattle and saw how 
tags are lost & I thought if 
we require national 
traceability then surely we 
would require other tag 
designs that would enhance 
lifetime traceability and 
long-term stock identification”.
So it was from this point, 
that John sent out to see if 
you could innovate a new 
tagging system for all 
livestock species with the 
aim of maximising 
long-term retention through 
design and durable plastics.
Enduro Tags was founded 
in 2015 and our unique 
Cattle and Sheep management 
and NLIS Tags were 
manufactured & 
commercialised in Australia.
Since that time, livestock 
producers seeking an 
improved tagging system 
are turning to Enduro Tags. 

An e�cient tagging system 
begins with the quality of 
the tags, encompassing 
material molding, design, 
and ease of application.
Tagging livestock can be 
arduous, and a user-friendly 
applicator is essential. 
Additionally, tag losses are 
a significant concern, as 
lost tags mean lost 
identification and the 
tedious task of re-tagging 
animals. Enduro Tags 
addresses these issues with 
their innovative designs.
We developed our Combo 
30 Enduro NLIS cattle tag 
and management tags to 
maximise retention. We 
achieve significant retention 
rate through a combination 
of plastic material composition 
and the Tag design. The 
Nylon male tag is a double 
pin back tag and is highly 
durable and evidence shows 
highly functional in the field 
for 12 years. This ensures 
long-term retention with 
loss rates of 1% or less per 
annum according to our 
producer feedback.
While the double prong tag 
system offered by Enduro 
Tags ensures excellent long 
term retention and visibility, 
it may not suit every farmer's 
needs. Traditional button 
tags have been with us for 
decades, but innovation 
often brings superior 
alternatives. 
John Steinfort at Enduro 
Tags is developing a new 
range of single prong tags 
featuring a unique design.
Steinfort notes, “We proved 
this technology by providing 
over 15,000 of our special 
goat tags to a local 
Gippsland dairy goat herd, 
reducing their tag loss from 

30% to 0.5% per annum, 
with no infected ears. 
That’s a very significant 
outcome.”
Our hardback Nylon Tags 
don’t rely upon flexibility 
like the button tag types. 
Rather our tags are reasonably 
rigid plastic and have to be 
without catch points. 
Hence our unique design 
and  patented 180° semi 
circular junction where the 
stem meets the main body 
of the tag, without  an 
overhang. 
(refer to the photos).
Overhang or lips are seen 
on sheep tags, where the 
stem and the main tag body 
meet. This provides a catch 
point and can cause tag 
losses and ear rips from tag 
losses from self-feeders, 
mesh gates or ringlock 
fencing.

Our Enduro Clip Tags work 
via no catch points on the 
male tags and through 180° 
no overhang around the 
stem junction. If wire or 
obstacles connect with the 
male back tag, the tag itself 
just simply rotates and 
moves out of the way of the 
obstructing object. It’s very 
simple now and easily 
proven by utilising and 
testing against mesh 
fencing. But took many 
years of research to fully 
develop the design.

“You will often see the male 
back tag facing towards the 
base of the ear in cattle in tag 

Enduro eID Clip Tag for 
sheep and goats 

(Available mid 2025)
challenging environments 
such as scrub or forested 
country. This occurs from 
the tag shifting its pivotal 
position through rotation”.
Steinfort continues, “Our 
new emerging technology is 
different. It’s not another 
‘button’ type tag. We utilize 
our field-proven plastics, 
which provide a hard back 
tag without any catch points. 
Now that’s hard to believe, I 
know”.
Enduro Tags is adapting this 
technology for all livestock 
species, with plans to launch 
these products throughout 
2025. The potential benefits 
for livestock producers are 
significant. Steinfort adds, 
“And best of all, these Clip 
Tags are easier to apply 
especially to cattle compared 
to button tags, because of 
the harder plastic and patented 
cutting edges. Making it a 
beneficial new product for 
livestock welfare, producers, 
Enduro Tags, and the local 
Australian economy.”
Enduro Tags continues to 
lead the way in innovative 
livestock identification, 
offering solutions that 
enhance e�ciency, reliability, 
and overall ease of use for 
farmers. 

No catch points on the 
Nylon Enduro Clip Tag. 

Enduro Cattle Clip Tags

No Overhang
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NO ONE BEATS OUR
TAG RETENTION

This is our consistent feedback from our producers

Go online and order your tailored printed and NLIS free 
tags with discounted applicator.

NLIS fully approved & compliant with all NLIS readers.
Long term NLIS and Management Tags.

Contact John or Brad at Enduro Tags on 0458 008 900
Email: sales@endurotags.com.au
See our new website and web shop at www.endurotags.com.au



Visit 
www.agricu l turediges t . com.au

for  more information 
and to  download 

a media kit .

A D V E R T I S E  W I T H  U S  

High quality Australian Standards product • 20mm to 160mm in all pressure ratings 
Large scale coiling system • Highly skilled Operations Manager with over 25 year’s manufacturing experience

Central site location - Hughenden Queensland • Freight advantages 
Fittings, Tanks and Troughs available • Installation options

POLY PIPE FACTORY 
HUGHENDEN

For Sales and Information phone 1300 844 366
ben@viperwatersolutions.com.au | www.viperwatersolutions.com.au

Manufacturing high-quality polythene pipe.
Servicing Queensland and the Northern Territory.

PHONE 1300 844 366
A
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Nutrition 
that stacks 
up for them 
and works 
for you.

CopRice.com.au

It’s been a long, hard day in the heat and dust. But their 
stamina and mental focus haven’t wavered. That’s the 
power of CopRice Working Dog food. 
High in quality protein and fat, along with 
carbohydrates including 100% Australian-grown rice, 
they provide the fuel your dogs need to work at their 
peak for longer. Available from all leading feed stores. 

Keep them working at their peak for longer.



A shepherd’s dream: Portable sheep yards: 
lightweight, tough, perfect for handling livestock. 
Easy assembly, built to withstand rugged 
conditions. 4-year warranty ensures reliability and 
peace of mind.

1800 879 156   
sales@portayards.com.au
portayards.com.au

LIGHTWEIGHT. 
STRONG. EASY.
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Compare all your favourite
brands in one place
Our aim is to make livestock tagging simple,
efficient�and�cost�effective�for�everyone,
and�to�get�you�tags�that�will�last�in�the
harsh�Austalian�Conditions.

YOUR GUIDE TO

SHOP EID NLIS

SCAN ME
Contact Sally!
Ph: 0438 169 839
E: orders@eartags.com.au
W: eartags.com.au

eartags.com.au

Monachello Publishing s-1/

/

146 Spit 
Road Mosman NSW 2088

 
COPRICE

All content is the property of 
Agriculture Digest and can only 
be reproduced with the express 
permission of Monachello 
Publishing.
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This publication is intended as an 
information source only and is not in 
any way an endorsement of any product 
or service mentioned. Every effort has 
been made to ensure the information 
in this publication is up to date and 
correct at time of printing. The publisher 
does not accept responsibility for any 
errors, omissions or inaccuracies. No 
representation is made as to the quality or 
suitability for any purpose of any goods 
or services offered by any organisations in 
this publication.
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E N D U R O  T A G S

W A G Y U  B E E F  
Australia

T H E  F U T E R E  O F  
AUSTRALIAN COTTON

T H E  R I S I N G  
I N N O V A T I O N  O F  
DEER FARMING

F O R B S  
C E N T R A L  W E S T  
LIVESTOCK EXCHANGE

2 

20

32-33

40-41

44

Australia has become a leading 
producer of premium Wagyu beef, 
renowned for its exceptional 
marbling, flavor, and tenderness. 
With origins in Japanese cattle 
genetics, Australian Wagyu thrives 
in pristine grazing environments, 
thanks to advanced breeding and 
management practices. 
This high-quality beef is a prized 
export and a growing favorite 
domestically, contributing 
significantly to the nation’s 
agricultural success.

salvo@agriculturedigest.com.au



www.paalkithomes.com.au

SYDNEY 
113-115 Russell Street, Emu Plains

02 4735 4377

MELBOURNE 
259 Canterbury Rd, Bayswater Nth 

03 9720 1222

BRISBANE 
67 Morayfield Road, Caboolture 

07 5495 4070

CANBERRA 
PO Box 6245 O’Connor ACT 2602

0414 508 864

At Home on the Farm
From workers’ cottage to palatial homestead...

Owner Building Made Easy with Paal Kit Homes

yourself, owner manage or engage a builder… either way you will save money.
Join over 6000 Paal Owner Builders, read their success stories on our website.

You             build your own home with Paal Kit Homes.

08

A
G

R
I

C
U

L
T

U
R

E
 

D
I

G
E

S
T

09

N E W S  /  N O T E S

Paal Kit Homes have been 
supplying housing solutions 
to country Australia since 1970,

from humble workers’ cottages 
to palatial homesteads, Paal 
homes offers the full range of 
fully flexible designs to suit 
every requirement.

So why consider a kit home? 
By becoming an owner 
builder or owner manager, 
you can enjoy the satisfaction 
of building your own home 
with full control over the 
design, construction, timing 
and budget. Build it your 
way....owner build, owner 
manage, or use a 
builder...you choose. Either 
way, you will have the full 
backup of the Paal technical 
support team at all times 
during construction.

To build a quality country 
home in rural areas can be a 
challenge when faced with 
tight budgets and possible 
shortages of builders, 
architects, materials and 
suppliers. Building a kit home 
provides a unique solution to 
overcome these di�culties.

The unique design of Paal’s 
steel framed homes provides 
customers with a framing 
system that can be assembled 
by the average handy person, 
where each component has 
made-to-measure accuracy. 

The components have been 
designed in sections and 
manufactured from high 
tensile steel, tested for superior 
steel frame strength by the 
CSIRO. This makes them not 
only extremely strong, but 
also easy to handle.

The frame assembly is a 
simple process of ‘building by 
numbers’ with pre-assem-
bled frame panels that simply 
bolt together. You can do as 
little or as much as you like, 
employing trades to do the 
electrical and plumbing, you 
are in charge. 

Complete kits including all 
materials from floor up can 
be transported to all parts of 
Australia and arrive ready to 
assemble with a complete, 
customised, easy to follow 
instruction manual.

PAAL have a wide range of 
home designs which blend 
with an Australian country 
lifestyle. The designs are fully 
flexible and can be modified 
to suit your specific needs. 

You can add an alfresco area, 
garage, carport, additional 
verandahs, or move windows 
and walls.

Paal GUARANTEE you can 
build your own home, without 
prior building experience, 
and you will save money in 
the process. Join over six 
thousand Paal owner 
builders, read their success 
stories on the Paal Kit Homes 
website today, and view the 
full range of fully Customisable 
Designs to suit every budget.

Paal Kit Homes, for over 55 
years, the longest established 
kit home supplier in Australia. 

www.paalkithomes.com.au

You can build 
your own Kit Home

A d v e r t i s e r  n o t e
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MULTIMEAT RAMS 
ARE 27-28 MICRON
CONTACT DR COLIN EARL ON

0428 647 457 OR AT
earl.kerami@bigpond.com

PROFITABLE MERINO CROSSBREDS
$5-$6 FOR CROSSBRED WOOL FROM MULTIMEAT RAMS

MULTIMEAT CROSSES WILL SCAN AT 200 % WHEN MATED AT 
CONDITION SCORE 2.7

RAM LEASE FEE:
$500 PER YEAR, DEATHS AND BREAKDOWNS REPLACED

VR4856038 

Using prolific genetics is a 
'game changer' for prime 
lamb producers, delivering 
scanning rates of up to 200 
per cent at minimal cost, 
according to Dr Colin Earl.
Based at Struan in South 
Australia, Dr Earl has 
developed two lines of sheep 
carrying the prolific gene, 
initially with the South 
Australian Research and 
Development Institute, and 
now under the Kerami 
Multimeat and Prolific Whites 
stud banner.
He said the Multimeat is 
designed for breeding prolific 
prime lamb mothers while the 
Prolific White is a shedding 
breed, which also contains the 
high fecundity gene.
"Both Multimeat and 
Prolific White rams carry 
the Booroola multiple-birth 
gene and once passed into 
ewe progeny, the gene will 
increase the occurrence of 
twin and triplet births in 
those ewes," Dr Earl said.
"All the research and 
on-farm trials we've done 
over the years demonstrate 
producers can achieve a 
60pc increase in scanning 
rates and a 30pc increase in 
weaning rate just by 
making a change to rams 
carrying the prolific gene.
"In one recent on-farm 
trial, Multimeat-cross 
composite ewes scanned 
225pc and achieved a lamb 
marking rate of 173pc, 
compared with Coopworth 
composite ewes which 
scanned at 157pc and 
marked 131pc." 

PROFIT DRIVERS
The development of prolific 
genetics was prompted by 
an analysis Dr Earl carried 
out in his early days of his 
research on the profitability 
of prime lamb production 
systems in Australia.
"The results highlighted the 
inherently low fecundity of 
sheep breeds in Australia," 
he said.
"The bottom line is that 
Australian sheep breeds 
don't conceive enough lambs 
and producers are forced to 
resort to supplementary 
feeding to increase mating 
weights and achieve higher 
scanning rates.
"In other parts of the world 
farmers have access to 
genotypes which are much 
more prolific.
"Analysis by myself and 
others shows that feeding 
to increase fecundity is not 
a particularly profitable, 
you do get extra produc-
tion, but the costs of doing 
so outweigh the returns, 
unless lamb prices are high.
"Prolific genetics consis-
tently provide a 25 per cent 
increase in profitability just 
through being able to 
conceive extra lambs 
without the costs of feed 
supplementation."

MULTIMEAT TRAITS
During the past eight years, 
Dr Earl has focused on 
improving the wool quality 
of the Multimeat to provide 
producers with a more 
profitable first-cross ewe 
alternative.

"I've focused on reducing 
their wool down to 26 to 27 
micron so that when a 
Multimeat ram is mated to 
Merino ewes, you can 
produce first-cross ewes 
with the gene for fecundity 
and 23 micron wool," Dr 
Earl said.
"We've had some of our 
clients getting 600 cents a 
kilogram for their crossbred 
wool as opposed to less 
than 200c/kg for a 
traditional first-cross fleece.
"Other important commercial 
traits we have selected for 
include a worm egg count 
of less than -40, eye muscle 
depth of +1 and high 
growth rates."

PROLIFIC SHEDDERS
Recognising the increased 
demand for shedding 
sheep, Dr Earl has worked 
hard to establish the Prolific 
White breed.
"I have developed the 
Prolific White for exactly 
the same reasons, to enable 
producers to have high 
scanning rates without the 
cost of feeding ewes to 
achieve those results," he 
said. "A lot of shedding 
breeds are marketed as 
being semi-prolific, but 
they just aren't, because 
there were no genotypes 
with high fecundity in 
Australia to develop high 
fecundity shedding sheep.
"Producers need those extra 
lambs at minimal cost, 
otherwise shifting to 
shedders is not any more 
profitable than running 
composites.

"It has taken a long time to 
get the wool off them while 
keeping the Booroola gene, 
after a 10 year selection 
process, I am just starting 
to market Prolific White 
rams now."
Rams are available through 
a private lease arrangement 
and have proven they are 
adaptable to a range of 
environments with the 
client base spread throughout 
SA, Victoria, New South 
Wales and Tasmania, and 
more recently rams have 
headed to Goondiwindi in 
Queensland.
They have also established a 
strong overseas market with 
Multimeat embryos sold to 
countries including China 
and Russia, as well as 
exporting live rams to Russia.
Dr Earl works closely with 
his ram clients, providing a 
range of management and 
reproductive support and 
knowledge.
"It's important to follow the 
guidelines around the 
management of ewe 
condition score and multiple 
births," he said.
"These sheep are not for 
everyone, they are a 
high-performance breed 
and you need to know what 
you are doing with them.
"The key is condition score, 
you don't want mature ewes 
any greater than 2.7 at 
mating, and they only need 
to be maintaining weight 
during mating."
But he said ewe lambs and 
young ewes required closer 
monitoring.

Prolific Gene Delivers Scanning Success

 
Sheep Footrot Solution 

RADICATE is a concentrated footbath solution for the control of spread,  
treatment and progressive eradication of all strains of footrot in sheep. 

Available through all stock and station agents. 

www.radicate.com.au 

Yes – It works!!! 

1300 856 563 

êSoften hard water for decades on $10 power yearly

ê
êMore effective than magnets by design
êGrow healthy plants using saline water

êHealthy stock using hard water

ê

êUsed by farmers, stations, councils, mining companies
ê
êAustralian Made and Owned for 23 years

Call 1300 138 223 
www.hydrosmart.com.au 

Activate Your Soil 
to Activate Your 

Fertiliser. 

HYDROSMART  
BOOSTS YIELDS

ASK US ABOUT 

CENTRE PIVOT  
APPLICATIONS

INCREASED PLANT VIGOR

IMPROVED SOIL CONDITION

ELIMINATE SALT RINGS FROM SOIL

25% INCREASED YIELD

STOCK SOLUTIONS

• Increase weight gain & health

• Improve hard/saline water simply

• Greater appeal/response to stock, 
   even in bad water sources

• No more valves sticking open &   
   water wastage

• Lower algae in troughs/droppers

AGRICULTURE SOLUTIONS

• Grow healthy plants in saline water

• Unblock drippers, sprays and pipes

• Reduce dependence on chemicals

Above: H225MAX installed on a centre pivot in Marcollat, SA - 2022

AFTER

BEFORE





Contact Sally!
Ph: 0438 169 839
E: orders@eartags.com.au
W: eartags.com.au

Compare all your favourite
brands in one place

YOUR

GUIDE

TO SHOP

EID NLIS

SCAN ME

eartags.com.au

Our aim is to make livestock tagging
simple,�e�icient�and�cost�e�ective
for everyone, and to get you tags
that will last in the harsh Australian
Conditions.

Looking to provide  
modern and cost-effective  

worker accommodation  
for your staff?

53 Seaton St, Armidale NSW 2350 | (02) 6773 8567 | sales@uniplangroup.co

www.uniplangroup.com.au

Contact Carl at Uniplan today to learn more!
0417 446 017  •  carl.hooton@uniplangroup.co

• We offer an extensive range of versatile modular accommodation. 
• Built in our factory in Armidale.  
• We offer a complete package from design to installation onsite. 
• Fixed price contract and guaranteed delivery date. 
• With over 25 years experience.



READY FOR 
WINTER SEEDING?
Improve your Spring crop success with 
the AlphaCut.

Slashing your existing stubbles helps to:
• Minimise wind erosion
• Provide ground cover
• Evenly distribute mulch

BE TIDY. BE READY. BE SMART.
Don’t take unneccesary bushfire risks. 

AusCut three point linkage and trailing slashers are 
ideal for tidying your yard with their compact design  
and heavy duty construction.

CommanderBravo

EFFICIENT, EFFECTIVE, EXCELLENT

Effective residue management takes the 
stress out of seeding and retains much-
needed moisture.

The AusCut Turbo Topper ticks all the boxes:
• Efficient in covering ground
• Effective cutting and mulching
• Excellent spread of residue

CALL 02 6341 3383
www.auscutglobal.com.au

The first water conditioning 
device in Australia to produce 
water in its natural flowing 
state for food production.
Living water found in pristine flowing rivers and 
streams has a negative electromagnetic charge. 
This provides endless benefits not found in urban or 
bottled water, including rapid hydration, increased 
energy in humans and animals, and increased plant 
nutrient density and growth.

www.meawater.com 11
49

2 
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Device applications range 
from household, agriculture, 

commercial and industrial 
(1/2” to 4” inside diameters).

Invented and manufactured in Australia.

If you have questions about which device  
is best for your needs, visit meawater.com  

or email info@meawater.com

• Improves animal health

• Increases food yields and  
rate of seed germination

• Softens hard water 

• 100% environmentally friendly

• No filters or 

• Increases the effectiveness 
of chemical and biological 

• Restores water  

HEREFORDS WITHOUT HORNS SINCE 1934

BAHREENAH MISSION STATEMENT
“Bahreenah aims to produce a quality, predictable product, that is highly sort after for it's 

integrity both from a beef producer and seedstock perspective.”

www.bahreenah.com.au 0427 293 949 13500 Guyra Rd Tingha NSW 2369visitor always
        welcome
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The answer lies in 
Dr. Colin Cheng, whose 
unique expertise is driving 
innovation in herd health 
management through Fofia 
Australia.
As an immunologist with 
20 years of experience and 
the founder of StickyCell, 
Dr. Cheng has made 
groundbreaking discoveries 
about white blood cells. His 
research revealed that the 
motility and stickiness of 
these cells are key indicators 
of immune disorders like 
autoimmune diseases, 
infections, and cancer. To 
monitor this, Dr. Cheng’s 
team developed the 
Leukocyte Adhesive 
Function Assay (LAFA), a 
test that measures white 
blood cell activity.

But how does this connect 
with cattle tags?

Dr. Cheng has partnered 
with Fofia Australia, a 
company founded in 2018, 
to redefine how cattle tags 
are used. Fofia is already an 
international supplier of 
RFID and visual tags, 
distributing over a million 
tags to producers across 
Australia.  However,  
Dr. Cheng says this is just 
the beginning.

One of Fofia’s goals is to 
transform how cattle 
producers order tags, offering 
a faster turnaround. "Our 
slogan is 'A new way to 
order tags. Get your tags in 
days, not weeks,'" 
Dr. Cheng explained. He 
shared an example of a 
northern Queensland cattle 
producer who urgently 
needed tags ahead of a 
bushfire. Fofia quickly 
provided the necessary tags, 
enabling the safe relocation 
of the cattle.

Fofia’s vision goes beyond 
fast delivery. Their new 
"smart tags" allow producers 
to track real-time data such 
as temperature, movement, 
and rumination, offering 
insights that can help 
diagnose health issues earlier 
and improve production 
e�ciency. “Our smart tags 
are more affordable, meaning 
more producers can tag 
more animals,” Dr. Cheng 
said. These tags generate 
vast amounts of data that 
can be used to monitor 
animal health, including 
feeding behavior and 
supplement intake.

Dr. Cheng’s immunology 
background plays a pivotal 
role in this new venture. 
While continuing his work 
in human immunology, 
Dr. Cheng saw potential for 
the same technology to 
benefit livestock health. 
“Humans share a very similar 
immune system with farm 
animals, like cattle and 
sheep,” he noted. This led 
him to explore ways to adapt 
his expertise to animal 
health management.

In the future, Dr. Cheng 
envisions producers and 
veterinarians using advanced 
diagnostics to monitor 
animal health in real time. 
Fofia plans to develop 
on-site testing products to 
revolutionize animal health 
management. Blood tests 
for cattle, similar to those 
used for human diagnostics, 
could identify immune 
system disorders or measure 
the effectiveness of treatments.

Fofia Australia sees this as 
the future of farm animal 
ma nagement,  and 
Dr. Cheng believes these 
innovations could be 
available within a decade. 
With plans to introduce 
cattle blood testing, Fofia is 
poised to change how 
producers manage herd 
health, helping them make 
informed decisions and 
reduce unnecessary 
treatments.

This exciting fusion of 
immunology and agricultural 
technology promises to shape 
the future of herd management 
in Australia and beyond.

N E W S  /  N O T E S

What do human white blood cells and 
cattle tags have in common?  



ARUBIAL WAGYU’S NEXT CHAPTER IN GENETICS

For Laird and Sonia Morgan, Wagyu

is more than a breed—it’s a path that

has reshaped their lives. In the heart

of Queensland’s Western Darling

Downs, supported by a skilled team

whose expertise and hard work

drive the operation, Arubial Wagyu

consistently elevates the quality of

genetics offered in Australian and

international markets. Following the

success of the third annual Marble

High Sale, Arubial Wagyu is set to

reach another significant milestone

—the online release of their latest

group of 70 sale bulls. These bulls,

crafted through years of selective

breeding, offer exceptional genetics

to suit crossbred and Fullblood

production.

Arubial’s Wagyu Evolution

What started nearly a decade ago

with a single animal has now grown

into a powerhouse operation. The

Arubial herd, spanning over five

properties with 3,500 females,

thrives on forward-thinking

management combined with feedlot

capabilities at Lillyvale, ensuring

year-round premium nutrition.

Arubi al W agyu Shar i ng Geneti c Excellence

Bulls, Breeding & Beyond

Our strategic focus on innovation,

combined with traditional values,

has helped us expand in the face of

challenges. Now, as we prepare to

release our next wave of bulls, we

remain committed to delivering top-

quality Wagyu sires that will

enhance the future of beef

production in Australia and abroad.

Technology Enhancing Tradition

Arubial Wagyu aligns tradition with

technology to deliver premium

genetics. Our bulls, suitable for both

Fullblood and crossbred markets,

demonstrate strength in traits from

fertility, marbling, and Breeder

Feeder Index (BFI). Using cutting-

edge breeding techniques such as

AI, ET, and IVF, we remain at the

forefront of Wagyu genetics. Tools

like GrowSafe and Wagyu Feeder

Check ensure precise tracking of

feed efficiency and animal

performance, while monthly carcass

data collection validates the

reliability of BREEDPLAN results.

These data-backed bulls offer our

clients a competitive edge, ensuring

long-term profitability and herd

improvement.

Marble High Milestones
The 2024 Marble High Wagyu Sale

was another success for Arubial

Wagyu, held at the Burke and Wills

Hotel in Toowoomba. Our top-

priced bull and heifer attracted bids

from across the country,

underscoring Arubial as a trusted

source of Australian Wagyu

genetics. With bulls excelling in both

Fullblood and F1 systems, the sale’s

results highlighted the strength of

our breeding program and

reinforced our position in the

industry for premium, data-backed

Wagyu genetics.

Bringing Bulls Online

Arubial Wagyu continues to

embrace technology with the

release of 70 Wagyu bulls on our

website in November. These next

generation sires, the result of nearly

a decade of meticulous research and

breeding, embody a balance of

genetics, performance, and

reliability. The site will feature live

BREEDPLAN data, allowing buyers

to make informed decisions. By

bringing our bulls online, Arubial

aims to continue our transparent

and accessible approach to Wagyu,

offering breeders premium genetics

at their fingertips. |

www.arubi alwagyu.com .au

Laird & Sonia Morgan GrowSafe pens at Lillyvale

Arubial U102 was the top-price bull
at the Marble High Sale for $145,000
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In the rolling pastures of 
Australia, where vast cattle 
farms have long been the 
backbone of rural life, a 
gourmet revolution is 
quietly unfolding. Wagyu 
beef—once the exclusive 
domain of Japan's refined 
culinary world—has taken 
root down under, becoming 
a staple for discerning chefs 
and food enthusiasts alike. 
The story of Wagyu beef in 
Australia is not just about a 
luxury product; it’s a tale of 
tradition, innovation, and 
the melding of two cultures 
over a shared appreciation 
for quality meat.
The Origins of Wagyu
Wagyu, literally translating 
to "Japanese cow," is 
renowned for its intense 
marbling, buttery tenderness, 
and rich umami flavor. In 
Japan, the rearing of Wagyu 
cattle follows age-old 
traditions with precise 
genetic breeding and 
pampering. Cattle are often 
raised with strict dietary 
regimens, sometimes even 
given massages or beer to 
enhance their tenderness 
and flavor. This focus on 
quality over quantity makes 
Wagyu beef one of the most 
expensive and sought-after 
meats in the world.
Wagyu cattle breeds—like 
the famous Japanese 
Black—produce beef that 
boasts a high level of 
intramuscular fat, which 
gives the meat its signature 
marbling. This fat melts at a 
low temperature, resulting 
in an extraordinary mouthfeel 
and a flavor profile that is 
both rich and nuanced. 
While Wagyu was traditionally 
limited to Japan, Australian 
producers have found their 
own way to cultivate and 
refine this special breed of 
cattle.

The Birth of Australian 
Wagyu
The introduction of Wagyu 
cattle to Australia began in 
the early 1990s, when a small 
number of live cattle and 
genetic material were 
imported from Japan. At the 
time, the Australian beef 
industry was dominated by 
Angus, Hereford, and Brahman 
cattle, which thrive in the 
country’s diverse climates. 
However, a handful of 
forward-thinking cattle 
breeders saw the potential in 
Wagyu. The challenge lay in 
adapting the Japanese breed 
to Australia’s vastly different 
landscape while maintaining 
the exceptional quality for 
which it was known.
For many Australian farmers, 
rearing Wagyu cattle involved 
trial and error. They had to 
find the right balance between 
preserving traditional 
Japanese rearing methods 
and adapting to Australia’s 
grass-fed pastures and hot, 
arid conditions. Yet, with 
time, Australian Wagyu 
farmers perfected their 
approach. They focused on a 
hybrid system that combined 
grain-feeding and grass-fed 
farming, ensuring the marbling 
that Wagyu is famous for, 
while also capitalizing on the 
lush, nutrient-rich 
environment Australia offers.
The Australian Touch: 
Wagyu Down Under
Today, Australian Wagyu is 
not only thriving, but it’s 
also considered some of the 
best in the world. Australia’s 
unique farming methods, 
which blend Japanese 
traditions with local 
techniques, have led to a 
product that is distinctly 
Australian. The result is a 
beef that boasts the luxurious 
texture of Wagyu but with a 
unique, robust flavor profile 
influenced by the country’s 
terroir.

Many Australian Wagyu 
producers also focus on 
sustainable and ethical 
farming practices. In contrast 
to Japan’s more controlled, 
small-scale farms, Australia’s 
vast open spaces allow cattle 
to roam freely. This not only 
improves the welfare of the 
animals but also imparts a 
grass-fed flavor to the meat 
that many purists appreciate.
Moreover, Australia’s 
reputation for strict 
biosecurity and clean, green 
farming practices has made 
it a top choice for international 
markets, particularly in Asia 
and the United States. 
Australian Wagyu is now a 
prized export, and its success 
has sparked a global 
appreciation for the 
versatility of this breed.
From Farm to Table: Wagyu’s 
Culinary Renaissance
In the kitchens of Australia’s 
top restaurants, Wagyu beef 
has become a showstopper. 
Renowned chefs, from 
Sydney to Melbourne, have 
embraced Wagyu, finding 
new and creative ways to 
showcase its richness. From 
high-end steakhouses to fine 
dining establishments, 
Wagyu beef is often the star 
of the menu, presented in 
various forms—grilled, seared, 
or even raw as carpaccio.
Chefs praise Wagyu for its 
ability to elevate a dish with 
its melt-in-your-mouth 
tenderness and complex 
flavor. Whether served as a 
simple steak, a decadent 
burger, or even paired with 
delicate ingredients in 
gourmet fusion cuisine, 
Wagyu’s versatility has inspired 
a culinary renaissance. But this 
beef isn’t limited to five-star 
dining. The rise of Australian 
Wagyu has also made it more 
accessible to the everyday 
consumer, with supermarkets 
and specialty butchers offering 
cuts of Wagyu for home 
cooks eager to experiment.

The Future of Australian 
Wagyu
As the Australian Wagyu 
industry continues to grow, 
it faces the challenge of 
maintaining the high standards 
that have earned it a global 
reputation. Many producers 
are now focusing on 
improving genetics, creating 
even better marbling, and 
ensuring sustainability in 
their farming practices. With 
increasing consumer demand 
for traceability and ethical 
sourcing, Australian Wagyu 
farmers are leading the charge 
in producing premium beef 
with a conscience.
While Japan will always be 
the spiritual home of Wagyu, 
Australia’s embrace of the 
breed has added a new chapter 
to its story. The country’s 
vast landscapes, innovative 
farming techniques, and 
commitment to quality have 
turned it into a major player 
in the global Wagyu market. 
In doing so, Australia has 
transformed Wagyu beef 
from an exotic luxury to an 
everyday indulgence, available 
to both local gourmets and 
international connoisseurs.
Conclusion
The rise of Wagyu beef in 
Australia is more than a 
culinary trend—it is a symbol 
of the country’s ability to 
adapt and innovate. By 
blending the best of Japanese 
tradition with the unique 
qualities of Australian 
farming, Wagyu has found a 
new home in the southern 
hemisphere. As the world’s 
appetite for premium beef 
continues to grow, Australia 
is well-positioned to be at 
the forefront of this gourmet 
revolution, offering its own 
take on one of the world’s 
most luxurious meats. 
Whether you’re a high-end 
chef or an adventurous home 
cook, Australian Wagyu 
promises an unparalleled 
taste of indulgence.

N E W S  /  N O T E S

The Rise of Wagyu Beef in Australia – A Gourmet Revolution
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Two years ago, Australia’s 
burgeoning Wagyu industry 
was making headlines, lauded 
for its perfect combination of 
Japanese tradition and 
Australian innovation. Since 
then, the Wagyu industry has 
grown exponentially, making 
waves not only in fine dining 
but also in how it addresses 
the global demand for 
ethically produced, sustainable, 
and traceable beef. With export 
numbers soaring and 
sustainability efforts ramping 
up, Australian Wagyu beef is 
now cementing its place as a 
global leader in the premium 
beef market.
A Global Demand: 
Australian Wagyu on the Rise
The global demand for 
high-quality beef has surged 
in recent years, and Wagyu 
has been at the forefront of 
this trend. Australia, known 
for its biosecurity standards, 
expansive pastures, and stringent 
animal welfare practices, has 
increasingly become the world's 
go-to source for Wagyu beef 
outside of Japan.

According to industry reports, 
Australia has now become the 
largest producer of full-blood 
Wagyu cattle outside of Japan. 
Exports to countries like the 
United States, China, and 
parts of Southeast Asia have 
skyrocketed, with Australian 
Wagyu often commanding 
top dollar. In 2023 alone, 
Australian Wagyu beef 
exports grew by 30%, with the 
majority of the product 
heading to Asia’s growing 
middle class, which is eager to 
indulge in luxury food products. 
Australian Wagyu’s reputation 
for consistent quality and 
ethical production practices 
has helped solidify these new 
markets, and demand shows 
no sign of slowing. 
Local butchers and 
supermarkets across Australia 
have also reported a rise in 
consumer demand.
What was once reserved for 
the finest restaurants is now 
making its way into home 
kitchens, with more people 
opting for Wagyu to celebrate 
special occasions or try their 
hand at gourmet cooking. 
Specialty cuts, Wagyu burgers, 
and even Wagyu sausages are 
now widely available, making 
it accessible to a larger 
demographic of consumers.

Sustainability at the Core of 
Australian Wagyu
One of the key areas of growth 
in the Australian Wagyu 
industry has been its focus on 
sustainability—a topic that is 
no longer just a buzzword but 
a critical factor in modern 
agriculture. As consumers 
become increasingly conscious 
of their environmental impact, 
Australian Wagyu producers 
have responded by adopting 
sustainable farming methods 
that reduce the carbon 
footprint of beef production.
In recent years, several 
leading Wagyu farms have 
incorporated regenerative 
farming practices, including 
rotational grazing and soil 
health initiatives that 
promote carbon sequestration. 
This involves moving cattle 
frequently to allow pastures 
to regenerate and using 
natural processes to enhance 
soil fertility. This method not 
only promotes biodiversity 
but also reduces methane 
emissions, a significant 
environmental concern 
associated with livestock 
farming.

Moreover, many Australian 
Wagyu farms have embraced 
technology to improve 
traceability and transparency. 
Through blockchain 
technology, consumers can 
now track their Wagyu beef 
from farm to table, ensuring 
that it has been produced 
ethically and sustainably. This 
move toward full transparency 
has resonated with global 
buyers, particularly in Asia 
and Europe, where consumers 
are increasingly demanding 
to know the origins of their 
food.
A Focus on Animal Welfare
Animal welfare has also 
become a cornerstone of the 
Australian Wagyu industry, as 
consumers are more invested 
than ever in the ethical 
treatment of livestock. 
Producers have ramped up 
efforts to ensure that Wagyu 
cattle are raised in environments 
that prioritize their health 
and well-being.

Australian Wagyu 
Beef – Scaling New Heights 

in Sustainability 
and Global Markets
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The Challenges Ahead
Despite its rapid growth, the 
Australian Wagyu industry 
faces its share of challenges. 
Climate change remains a 
significant concern, particularly 
as droughts and extreme 
weather events continue to 
threaten cattle farming across 
the country. Water management 
and feed availability have 
become pressing issues, 
forcing producers to innovate 
even further to protect their 
herds and maintain production 
levels.
Additionally, the rise of 
alternative proteins, such as 
plant-based and lab-grown 
meat, poses a potential 
challenge to the global beef 
market. While Wagyu is seen 
as a luxury product and not 
directly competing with these 
alternatives, the shifting 
dietary habits of younger, 
more environmentally 
conscious consumers could 
impact demand in the coming 
decades. However,  the 
premium positioning of Wagyu 
beef and its deep-rooted appeal 
among high-end consumers 
may protect it from the 
broader changes facing the 
meat industry.

The Future of Australian 
Wagyu
Looking forward, the future 
of Australian Wagyu seems 
brighter than ever. The industry 
is poised to continue its 
expansion, not only in 
traditional markets like Asia 
and the U.S. but also in 
emerging markets where 
premium food products are 
gaining traction. Furthermore, 
with the increasing focus on 
sustainability, animal welfare, 
and transparency, Australian 
Wagyu is well-positioned to 
meet the demands of a new 
generation of conscious 
consumers.
The world’s love affair with 
Wagyu beef shows no sign of 
waning, and Australia is 
leading the way in shaping 
what the future of this gourmet 
product looks like. With its 
rich history, commitment to 
innovation, and a strong 
focus on ethical farming, 
Australian Wagyu is more 
than just a premium product; 
it is a symbol of the evolving 
relationship between 
consumers, the environment, 
and the food they cherish.

As the global appetite for 
Wagyu continues to grow, 

Australia stands ready to meet 
the challenge, offering a taste 
of luxury with a conscience.
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Contact: Jonathan
0408 855 478

Email: 
enquiries@olivegrovewagyu.com.au

While traditional Japanese 
methods of pampering 
cattle—such as providing 
massages—may not be widely 
adopted in Australia, many 
farms take extra steps to 
ensure the comfort of their 
cattle. These measures include 
reducing stress during 
transportation, providing 
ample space for free-range 
grazing, and offering 
nutritionally optimized diets 
to promote the health of the 
animals. Some farms have 
even adopted technologies 
like automated monitoring 
systems to track the health 
and stress levels of their cattle 
in real time, allowing for 
better care and management.
The Evolution of Wagyu 
Breeding and Genetics
The quest to improve the 
quality of Wagyu beef has 
also led Australian producers 
to focus on advanced genetics 
and breeding programs. 
While the industry initially 
relied on full-blood Wagyu 
genetics imported from Japan, 
Australian farmers have 
increasingly become leaders 
in breeding programs that 
aim to optimize marbling, 
tenderness, and flavor.

Selective breeding has allowed 
Australian producers to develop 
their own distinct lines of 
Wagyu cattle, many of which 
are known for producing beef 
that rivals—and in some cases 
surpasses—the quality of 
traditional Japanese Wagyu. 
Some producers have even 
crossbred Wagyu with Angus 
cattle, creating unique hybrids 
that offer the rich marbling of 
Wagyu with the robustness 
and larger cuts typical of Angus 
beef. These hybrids have 
become particularly popular 
in the United States and 
Australia, where the larger 
portion sizes are preferred by 
consumers.
This innovation in genetics is 
not only enhancing the flavor 
and quality of the meat but 
also improving the sustainability 
of the breed. By developing 
cattle that thrive in Australia’s 
diverse environments, farmers 
are creating more resilient 
herds that require fewer 
resources to maintain, further 
reducing the environmental 
impact of Wagyu farming.



Launched in Australia in 2023, the revolutionary and 
unique Cosecure® Cattle Bolus is now available from 
Abbey Animal Health. If trace element supplementation 
is prevalent in your geographical area, Cosecure® is a 
great option for your cattle.

Cosecure® Cattle Bolus is a unique, soluble glass trace 
element  bolus  for  cattle,  which  delivers  copper, 
cobalt and selenium to the animal at a controlled and 
constant rate for up to 6 months.

Cosecure®  Cattle  Bolus  contains  a  unique  form  of 
copper called ionic copper which is active at the same 
pH  as  the  rumen  making  it  bioavailable  for  easy 
absorption. The unique soluble glass of  the bolus  is 
designed  to  dissolve  at  a  controlled  rate,  meaning 
there are no peaks or troughs in supplementation. 

 

With 6 months of coverage, important for the key 
calving period, the Cosecure® Cattle Bolus is a cost 
effective and convenient solution for cattle trace 
elements supplement programs.

The Cosecure® Cattle Bolus is available exclusively 
from local independent rural stores. 

For more information, contact your local 
Abbey Animal Health Representative, 

our information line 
(02) 8088 0720 or visit abbeylabs.com.au  

Revolutionary and unique Cosecure® 
Cattle Glass Bolus – The set and forget trace elements supplement solution.

Dissolution process of a Cosecure® Cattle Bolus.

Cosecure® Cattle Bolus

Cosecure® Cattle Bolus packaging
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AutoGyro is the No.1 choice of Australian gyro pilots

The German Company AutoGyro is not only the world-leader in 
the innovation, production, and distribution of gyroplanes, but is 
also Australian’s most trusted gyro manufacturer and holds the 
largest fleet in the country. 
AutoGyro Australia has been supporting Aussie Farmers by 
connecting rural communities since 2006 and is today Australia’s 
longest continuous importer of modern factory-build 
gyroplanes.
MADE IN GERMANY. AutoGyro is based in Hildesheim, Germany, 
where all AutoGyro models are developed in-house and where 
more than 90% of the aircraft parts are manufactured. That’s 
why AutoGyro stands for the highest quality in Gyroplanes and is 
the largest gyro-manufacturer world-wide. 
Hence it comes to no surprise that these stunning German-
engineered aircraft are fully certified by numerous national 
aviation authorities and withstand the highest safety-testing 
criteria in global aviation. 
AutoGyro Australia has just recently released new rural & 
farming packages. 
From years of experience in working with Aussie farmers they 
learned how to best support Australian farmers. They’ll take care 
of your aircraft and schedule services and maintenance inspec-
tion for you so you can fly with peace of mind.
They understand that time is crucial and keeping the gyroplane 
in a technically reliable and operational condition is imperative. 
Their Rural- and Farm Care Packages are unique and designed to 
support Aussie Farmers and to help when needed as quickly as 
possible, so they can concentrate on other important things.
Why AutoGyro Australia is simply the best for Aussie Farmers and 
rural Pilots: 
• AutoGyro provides reliable safety and are approved for Australia’s
   tough conditions
• Ideal for farming applications, aerial observations & livestock 
   gathering, FIFO etc
• Special Farming Gyrocopter e.g. for crop dusting available
• Payload up to 300 kg, Distance up to 550 km, Air-Speed up to
   220 km/h
• Highest Quality-build and German Engineering including 
   2-year warranty
• Extremely low maintenance, service and repair costs (10%) 
   compared to helicopters 
• Professional remote/ Onsite training & service options available
• Fast mobile mechanics available / large AU stock / same day 
   spare parts dispatch
• Family owned and operated business, open 7 days a week. 
   Great customer service
• New Gyrocopters fly-away prices from $105,000 + GST with free
   10 hrs training
• New free Gyro Farming Brochure available. Enquire now online 
   or via phone.

WWW.AUTO-GYRO.COM.AU
Phone: 0487 50 25 50 Email: o�ce@auto-gyro.com.au

NLIS
Accredited Our tags stay in!

Lightweight,
one-piece
design

NLIS
Accredited

NEW NLIS MET Tag

Built-in
eID chip

Stainless 
steel

Breeder & post-breeder available

FREE postage
when you order 
1,500+ tags

Tag well with
Shearwell

Your local rep   Tim Armstrong  0409 924 163

eID & visual tags for 
sheep & goats

Visit  shearwell.com.au      Call 1800 998 934

PREMIUM 
PRODUCT



WWW.ADAPTAMILL.COM.AU
CALL ON 0448456 501

INNOVATIVE | SUSTAINABLE | AFFORDABLE

Adapt-a-Mill®

 CONCRETE TROUGHS 
 STOCKGRIDS 
 GRAIN WALLS 

1300 084 698 conronstockcrete.com.au
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AIRBORNE FLIGHT TRAINING and MAGNI GYRO AUSTRALIA.

   • Family owned and operated business with 40 years’ experience in the industry
   • Safety is our number 1 priority
   • Magni Gyrocopters are BCAR Section T certified, factory built, modern aircraft that is redefining light aviation       
      capabilities around the world
   • Our gyrocopters have a proven reliability in out back Australian conditions with over 80 Magni Gyrocopter  
      aircraft sold in Australia over the last 10 years
   • Adaptable flight training programs both onsite at our facility at Lake Macquarie or remotely to suit customers’     
      needs
   • Flight training tailored towards Australian agricultural pilots needs
   • Comprehensive aircraft sales and maintenance
   • Affordable running costs and low maintenance aircraft

Magni Gyros have a cruising speed range of 35–160kph, amazing visibility, extremely manoeuvrable and are versatile 
in all conditions. Quickly becoming a popular competitor to light fixed wing aircraft and two seat helicopters. 
Compared with light fixed wing aircraft the modern gyro is more manoeuvrable, has greater speed range, no stall 
speed, better stability allowing safe flight more conditions, better visibility and still with short field or paddock 
capabilities. Arguably safer than a single engine helicopter while operating at low altitudes because the gyrocopter is 
always in auto rotation, unlike a helicopter. The cost of owning and operating a gyrocopter compared to a two-seat 
helicopter is extremely cheaper.  Although the two aircraft capabilities are extremely similar. Perfect for modern day 
farmers, that are looking to save time, money and maximise profits. They are currently being used all around rural 
and remote Australia to maximise farming e�ciency in the following areas:

   1. Clean and quick aerial mustering. WHEN IT SUITS YOU, instead of waiting for contract aerial mustering schedule
   2. Closely monitoring paddocks, pastures, infrastructure, tanks and stock
   3. E�ciently travel between properties
   4. Feral animal control

Our family-run operation prioritises customer’s needs, from initial purchase and training to ongoing maintenance 
support.

Magni Gyro Australia: Redefining personal aviation in the Australian agricultural industry. Visit our Newcastle/Lake 
Macquarie-area facility or contact us to start your journey.

DISCOVER THE BENEFITS OF 
OWNING A MODERN-DAY 

FACTORY BUILT GYROCOPTER.



 a solution to your 
Yellow Kelpie provide

livestock feeding needs.
Manufactured in Ballarat from quality components and Australian steel, 
Yellow Kelpie make a range of trail feeding and self-feeding products.

The most popular model 
is the tandem axle 50-Bag
Multi-Function grain bin, 
which has the options of 
split bin for mixing grain, 
auger�variants�for�filling�
self feeders, seeders 
and troughs, electric or 
hydraulic brakes and 
programmable weigh 
scales for precision 

feeding. This model comes 
standard with a roll-
tarp, heavy-duty chassis, 
4000kg suspension and 
a compliance plate for 
primary production 
registration.
Yellow Kelpie has been 
an industry leader in 
innovation, quality and 
design for over 20 years,  

and has been under 
current ownership of 
Australian Stockyard Co. 
since 2006. Many upgrades 
and design changes have 
been undertaken over the 
years, always striving to 
produce the most reliable 
and user friendly products 
on the market.

For more information on our range of 
feeding equipment, options and pricing, 
please contact 

Australian Stockyard Co.
03-5335-9811
admin@australianstockyards.com.au

Multi-Function Grain Bin

Precision Trail Feeding

Filling Self Feeders

Electric Scale Control

AUSTRALIAN STOCKYARD CO
03 5335 9811www.australianstockyards.com.au

13 Laidlaw Drive, Ballarat VIC

SPICER CONSTRUCTIONS PTY LTD
15-17 Elwin Drive Orange NSW 2800
+ 612 63625534 | Mobile: 0429 022 879

Email: 

RM
84
17
89
1

  Bulk and detailed earthworks and excavation –
GPS equipped plant

 Road construction and repairs
 Dam Construction/de silting  Land Clearing
 Site Levelling Gravel Supply and Haulage
 House and shed pad preparation
 Heavy Haulage 

•

•
• •
• • 
•
• • Demolition

Based in the Central West, Spicer’s provide cost 
effective and solution focused outcomes for our 
clients throughout regional NSW. 

Spicer Constructions has extensive experience 
in domestic, rural and industrial earthworks, 
providing high quality excavation and earth moving 
services,with the best results, in a timely manner.

“Contact us now for obligation free quote”

SPICER CONSTRUCTIONS IS A LOCALLY OWNED 
AND OPERATED BUSINESS,
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Australia has long been a 
powerhouse in cotton 

production, ranking as one 
of the top exporters globally. 
Cotton farming, especially 

in the vast and arid 
landscapes of New South 
Wales and Queensland, 
has significantly shaped 
the nation’s agricultural 
economy. However, the 
industry faces mounting 

challenges and opportunities 
as it strives to maintain its 
position as a global leader 
in the face of environmental 
concerns, market demands, 

and technological 
innovations.

The Environmental 
Challenge
Cotton farming, by its nature, 
is water-intensive, and 
Australia’s cotton industry is 
no stranger to this reality. The 
nation’s unpredictable 
climate, which oscillates 
between droughts and floods, 
means that cotton farmers 
must adopt innovative water 
management practices. 
However, with water 
resources becoming increas-
ingly scarce, concerns about 
the environmental impact of 
cotton farming are rising. 
Farmers must balance their 
needs with the sustainability 
of surrounding ecosystems.
The industry’s water footprint 
has been under intense 
scrutiny, particularly in 
regions where water resources 
are already stretched thin due 
to competing demands from 
cities, industries, and other 
agricultural sectors. Critics 
have raised concerns about 
the effects of cotton cultiva-
tion on local rivers and water 
tables, with some even calling 
for more stringent regulations 
on water use.

Yet, the industry has made 
significant strides in addressing 
these concerns. Australian 
cotton farmers have adopted 
cutting-edge irrigation systems 
like drip and sprinkler irrigation, 
which reduce water wastage. 
Additionally, many farmers 
have embraced water recycling 
technologies, allowing them 
to make the most of every drop 
of water available. These 
measures, along with an 
increased focus on soil health 
and the adoption of regenerative 
farming practices, show that 
the sector is evolving toward 
more sustainable practices.

Sustainability and the Path 
Ahead
Sustainability in cotton farming 
extends beyond water 
management. The industry is 
increasingly focusing on reducing 
its carbon footprint, improving 
soil health, and ensuring fair 
labor practices throughout the 
supply chain. As consumer 
demand for ethically sourced 
products rises, Australian 
cotton farmers are taking 
proactive steps to align with 
global sustainability trends.
Australia’s cotton growers are 
embracing innovative 
technologies to reduce the 
environmental impact of 
production. The industry has 
introduced automated 
harvesting equipment, 
precision agriculture tools, 
and cutting-edge biotech to 
enhance yields while reducing 
the need for chemicals. These 
technological advancements 
are helping Australian cotton 
remain competitive in the 
global market while minimizing 
the use of pesticides and 
fertilizers, which can be harmful 
to both the environment and 
farmworkers.
Furthermore, there has been a 
growing movement toward 
organic cotton farming in 
Australia. Though still a small 

part of the market, the trend 
toward organic cotton production 
aligns with a broader desire 
for more eco-friendly and 
socially responsible products. 
With international retailers 
and consumers increasingly 
demanding transparency in 
supply chains, Australian cotton 
growers have an opportunity 
to showcase their commitment 
to sustainability.

Economic Impact and Global 
Trade
Despite its environmental 
challenges, Australian cotton 
farming remains a vital 
component of the nation’s 
agricultural economy. Cotton 
production contributes billions 
of dollars to the Australian 
economy each year, with the 
majority of this output directed 
toward export markets. 
Australia exports over 80% of 
its cotton, with major markets 
including China, India, 
Indonesia, and Japan.
The value of cotton farming 
extends beyond raw production 
figures. Cotton supports 
thousands of jobs in regional 
areas, from farm labor to 
transport, ginning, and 
manufacturing. As global 
demand for cotton continues 
to grow, Australian producers 
stand to benefit. However, 
this will require continued 
investment in technology, 
sustainability, and resilience.
Yet, as global markets evolve, 
Australian cotton farmers face 
fierce competition from other 
countries, particularly in Asia 
and Africa, where labor costs 
are lower and climate conditions 
may be more favorable for 
year-round production. 
Australia must maintain its 
reputation for high-quality 
cotton and ensure its competitive 
advantage lies not only in 
yield but in innovation and 
sustainability.

The Role of Policy and 
Advocacy
The future of Australian cotton 
farming also hinges on the role 
of policy and advocacy. As 
climate change and 
environmental challenges 
increasingly shape agricultural 
practices, the Australian 
government’s support will be 
crucial. Investments in research 
and development, as well as 
robust policies that promote 
water conservation and 
sustainable practices, will help 
secure the long-term viability 
of the industry.
Moreover, cotton farmers must 
continue to work together with 
environmental organizations, 
scientists, and consumers to 
promote best practices. By 
participating in programs that 
support sustainable agriculture, 
the industry can bolster its 
reputation and ensure that the 
cotton grown in Australia meets 
the highest environmental 
and ethical standards.

Conclusion
Australian cotton farming 
stands at a crossroads. With 
its rich history and global 
standing, the industry must 
navigate a complex landscape 
of environmental, economic, 
and technological challenges. 
However, there is hope. By 
continuing to embrace 
sustainability, adopting new 
technologies, and ensuring 
that ethical practices guide 
every stage of the cotton 
production process, Australian 
cotton can maintain its place 
in the global market while 
safeguarding the natural 
resources that sustain it.
The key to success lies not only 
in innovation and e�ciency 
but in a shared commitment 
to ensuring that cotton farming 
remains a vital, sustainable, 
and economically sound 
industry for generations to 
come.

The Future of Australian Cotton Farming:
 Sustainability, Innovation, and Global Impact
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EXTRAS
• P.A Doors • Roller Doors 
• Sliding Doors • Windows • Awnings 
• Mezzanine Floors • Sky Light Panels 
• Insulation • Snow Loading

MACHINERY/WORK SHOP
21 x 40 x 6 ....... 2 Bays Enclosed
......................... 3 Sliding Doors Drive Through 
......................... $119,900

21 x 48 x 6 ....... 2 Bays Enclosed
......................... 3 Sliding Doors Drive Through 
......................... $130,450

All Prices Inc GST • Competitively Freight Aus Wide • Hot Dipped Galvanised Columns & Trusses

Open Front Drive Through Roof Only

18x32x6 ..........$69,900 18x32x6 ........... $64,700 18x32x6  ...........$50,800

21x40x6 ..........$91,000 21x40x6 ........... $89,700 21x40x6 ............$67,400

21x56x6 ..........$117,600 21x56x6 ........... $114,700 21x56x6 ............$97,900

24x48x6 ..........$128,500 24x48x6 ........... $119,400 24x48x6 ............$103,600

30x64x6 ..........$203,900 30x64x6 ........... $199,800 30x64x6 ............$165,300

• Custom Sheds Available

• Horse Arenas / Stables

• Aircraft Hangars • Bulk Grain Sheds

• Commercial Building

• Dairy Buildings • Feedlots

• Span’s 15m to 50m

 

Dean: 0422 873 635 Jacob: 0406 595 075
Located: Wagga Wagga NSW 

Dean and Jacob, the founders of 
FFI Sheds, bring over 35 years of 
combined experience to the steel 
fabrication industry. Both are 
skilled boilermakers, a trade that 
has equipped them with the 
expertise to excel in steel structures 
and fabrication. This background 
allowed them to smoothly transition 
into the steel building sector, 
laying the groundwork for their 
successful business. Their deep 
understanding of steel and 
commitment to high-quality 
workmanship have been crucial 
to their growth in this competitive 
market.
Their journey into the steel shed 
industry has been built on years of 
hard work and dedication. Dean 
and Jacob’s passion for creating 
durable and reliable steel buildings 
is evident in their attention to detail 
and commitment to excellence. 

They take great pride in their 
work, personally overseeing each 
shed that leaves their workshop, 
ensuring that quality is at a high 
standard. Their reputation for 
producing robust and dependable 
buildings has contributed to their 
success.
Starting with humble beginnings, 
Dean and Jacob grew their business 
from the ground up, gradually 
expanding to meet the growing 
demand for quality steel sheds. 
Their dedication to delivering 
exceptional products and services 
has earned them a solid reputation 
in the industry. This success has 
allowed them to take on larger 
projects and become a trusted 
name in the steel shed market. 
Each step of their journey reflects 
their perseverance and their focus 
on creating the best possible 
products.
FFI Sheds specialises in custom 
steel buildings, such as machinery 
sheds, hay sheds, and fertiliser 
sheds. 

These structures are made using 
universal beam uprights and RHS 
webbed trusses, all hot-dip galvanised 
to ensure maximum strength and 
durability. The combination of 
high-quality materials and precision 
engineering makes these sheds 
ideal for heavy-duty use in 
demanding environments.
 Looking ahead, Dean and Jacob 
aim to become Australia’s leading 
provider of custom steel buildings. 
They are committed to upholding 
the highest standards of craftmanship 
and customer service, ensuring 
their clients receive the best products 
and support. Their strong focus 
on communication throughout 
the entire process, from production 
to installation, is central to their 
business philosophy. Additionally, 
they offer comprehensive after-sales 
support, maintaining long-term 
relationships with clients. With 
their experience and dedication, 
Dean and Jacob are well on their 
way to becoming a dominant 
force in the Australian steel shed 
industry.
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FFI SHEDS
S E R I O U S  S H E D S  F O R  L E S S

Wagga Wagga NSW Located:
Jacob: 0406 595 075 0422 873 635Dean:

www.�sheds.com.au
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Introduction
Australia, a land renowned for 
its vast landscapes and rugged 
beauty, holds a gem often 
overlooked by the casual 
observer: its sheep and wool 
industry. For centuries, this 
industry has not only shaped 
the economic landscape of the 
country but also its cultural 
identity. From the windswept 
plains of New South Wales to 
the rolling hills of Victoria, 
sheep farming is more than 
just a livelihood; it is a way of 
life.

Historical Context
The origins of the Australian 
sheep and wool industry date 
back to the late 18th century 
when the first merino sheep 
were introduced by John 
Macarthur. These hardy 
animals, known for their 
high-quality fleece, quickly 
adapted to the Australian 
climate. By the mid-19th 
century, the industry had 
blossomed, with wool 
becoming Australia's most 
significant export. The phrase 
"Australia rides on the sheep's 
back" captured the essence of 
the nation’s reliance on this 
industry for its economic 
prosperity.

Economic Impact
Today, the sheep and wool 
industry remains a corner-
stone of the Australian 
economy. Australia is the 
world's largest producer of 
premium fine wool, accounting 
for about 25% of global wool 
production. The industry 
contributes billions to the 
national economy annually, 
with wool exports reaching 
markets across Europe, China, 
and the United States.
Farmers and graziers, many of 
whom manage family-run 
operations passed down 
through generations, form the 
backbone of this sector. Their 
expertise and dedication 
ensure the production of 
high-quality wool, which is 
processed into luxurious 
fabrics used by top fashion 
brands worldwide. The 
Australian Wool Innovation 
(AWI), a not-for-profit 
organization, plays a crucial 
role in research and 
development, helping farmers 
improve wool quality and 
sheep health.

Environmental and 
Technological Advances
In recent years, the industry 
has faced significant challenges, 
including climate change, 
drought, and fluctuating 
market prices. However, 
Australian wool growers have 
demonstrated resilience and 
innovation. Sustainable 
farming practices are now at 
the forefront, with many 
farmers adopting regenerative 
agriculture techniques to 
maintain soil health and 
biodiversity.

Technological advancements 
have also revolutionized the 
industry. Precision farming, 
which uses GPS and data 
analytics, allows farmers to 
monitor sheep health and 
pasture conditions more 
effectively. Genetic research 
has led to the breeding of 
sheep with finer, softer wool, 
meeting the ever-evolving 
demands of the global textile 
market.

Cultural Significance
The sheep and wool industry 
is deeply woven into the fabric 
of Australian culture. Rural 
communities often revolve 
around sheep farming, with 
events such as shearing 
competitions and agricultural 
shows celebrating this heritage. 
The annual Australian Sheep 
and Wool Show in Bendigo, 
Victoria, is a testament to the 
industry's cultural importance, 
drawing visitors from around 
the globe to witness the finest 
wool and sheep on display.
For many Australians, the 
image of a sheep-dotted 
landscape under a vast, open 
sky is a symbol of national 
identity. The resilience and 
ingenuity of sheep farmers are 
admired and respected, 
reflecting broader Australian 
values of hard work and 
perseverance.

Challenges and Future 
Prospects
Despite its rich history and 
significant contributions, the 
sheep and wool industry faces 
ongoing challenges. Climate 
variability, particularly 
prolonged droughts, poses a 
constant threat to sheep 
health and pasture viability. 
Market volatility and 
international competition also 
pressure Australian wool 
growers to continually adapt 
and innovate.
However, the future remains 
promising. Continued 
investment in research and 
technology, coupled with a 
growing global demand for 
sustainable and high-quality 
textiles, positions Australia’s 
wool industry for continued 
success. Organizations like 
AWI are instrumental in 
driving innovation and 
supporting farmers through 
these challenges, ensuring the 
industry's longevity.

Conclusion
The sheep and wool industry 
in Australia is a testament to 
the country’s pioneering spirit 
and adaptability. From its 
historical roots to its 
modern-day advancements, 
this industry remains a vital 
part of the Australian 
economy and culture. As 
global markets evolve and 
environmental challenges 
persist, the resilience and 
innovation of Australia’s wool 
growers will undoubtedly 
continue to lead the industry 
into a prosperous future.
In the heart of the outback, 
where the landscape is vast 
and the sun sets in hues of 
gold, the legacy of the 
Australian sheep and wool 
industry endures, a proud 
symbol of a nation's heritage 
and ingenuity.

The Heartbeat of the Outback:
 Australia’s Sheep and Wool Industry
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Targeted nutrition is playing a key role in enabling 
livestock producers to not only increase lambing 
percentages, but also maximise lamb growth weights and 
ewe health. Four Season Company's Ewe & Lamb 
supplement has been specifically formulated following 
extensive paddock trials to effectively deliver high-quality 
bypass protein meals and essential macro minerals to 
ewes before, during, and after lambing.

The already popular 20kg block is introduced to the ewe 
flock six to eight weeks prior to lambing, and fed at a rate 
of four blocks for every 100 ewes over about a 20 day 
period, depending on consumption. Producers are 
advised to continue supplementing Ewe & Lamb 
post-lambing, up to eight weeks either side of lambing, 
to ensure optimal health and growth.

Four Season market development manager Daniel Olsson 
said an animal’s performance was intrinsically tied to the 
quality of the feed available and the ability of the animal 
to e�ciently convert feed into milk, meat and fibre. 
"Where there were shortfalls in pasture quality, specifically 
formulated supplements are a cost-effective and relatively 
easy way of maximising production," Mr Olsson said. 
"Ewe & Lamb is designed and paddock tested to deliver 
heavier body weight and significantly increase colostrum 
levels, leading to healthier lambing weights and higher 
survival rates."

 

 
 

 
 

Targeted Nutrition Revolutionises Lamb Production
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

"The Four Seasons blocks also provide comprehensive 
support that enhances bone development, wool growth,
and very importantly, reproductive health." Mr. Olsson 
said nutritional supplements were particularly important
during pre and post-pregnancy periods.

"There is a lot of pressure on breeding animals and ewes 
need to have constant access to consistent, high-quality 
nutrition," Mr. Olsson said. "This is essential not just for 
single births but also for ewes capable of mothering twin 
lambs, helping them realize their full genetic potential 
and successfully raise their offspring to weaning."

He said even the lushest pastures could fall short of 
providing the necessary nutrients for optimal stock 
performance. "The demand for supplements is particularly
seen in areas where there are significant phosphate 
deficiencies and or when grazing on low-quality forage,
but even the lushest pasture may not be delivering the 
necessary nutrition required by breeding ewe."

"Investing in Ewe & Lamb is not just a nutritional choice,
it’s a strategic decision for economic success," Mr. Olsson
said. "By ensuring ewes receive the best possible nutrition
before and after lambing, producers can achieve healthier,
heavier lambs and greater financial returns. Ewe & Lamb 
stands as an indispensable tool in modern lamb production,
and has revolutionised how sheep flocks are being 
managed."
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WWW.COMMANDERAG.AU 
CALL ON 1800 655 033

Pre-galvanised Australian Grade 
steel structural frame

Mechanical Advantage. 
LESS user EFFORT

Heavy Duty - AUSTRALIAN 
MADE Yards

Fully Customisable to 
suit your requirements

LEADING IN 
THE FIELD
Take command of your farming 

handling equipment.

It can cause loss of appetite, minimise weight gains, induce scouring and lameness and,
at times, result in death.Nutrimax Ruminant Feedlot 4% contains a proven bu�er that
helps regulate the acidity of the rumen that is the cause of grain poisoning.

Nutrimax Ruminant Feedlot 4% provides for a safer induction andminimises the risk
of grain poisoning throughout your feeding period.

Ruminant Feedlot 4%
Grain Addit ive

Grain poisoning is the biggest
health issue facing grain fed sheep

nutrimaxgrainadditive.com.au

To find outmore contactRivaleaon 026033 8062,
your local reseller or see:
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The Rising Innovation of
Australian Deer Farming:

 A New Frontier in Agriculture

Australia is known for its vast 
agricultural landscapes, where 
innovations and adaptability 
often define the success of its 

farmers. Among the 
lesser-known but rapidly 

growing sectors is deer farming, 
which has been steadily gaining 

attention for its unique 
potential. As the demand for 
venison and other deer-based 
products increases globally, 
Australian deer farming is 

becoming a key player in both 
domestic and international 
markets. With a focus on 

sustainability, ethical farming 
practices, and cutting-edge 
technology, Australian deer 

farmers are redefining what it 
means to be at the forefront of 

agricultural innovation.
The Growing Demand for Deer 
Products
The global demand for venison, deer 
velvet (used in traditional medicine), 
and antler products has been rising 
steadily, driven by an increasing 
appetite for alternative, lean meats, 
and natural health supplements. 
Venison is prized for its health 
benefits—low in fat and rich in 
protein, iron, and omega-3 fatty 
acids. As health-conscious consum-
ers seek out cleaner, more sustain-
able protein sources, the Australian 
deer farming industry is poised to 
capitalize on this trend.
Deer velvet, which is harvested from 
the growing antlers of farmed deer, 
is another high-value product with 

significant global demand. Used in 
traditional medicine in countries 
such as China, South Korea, and 
New Zealand, deer velvet is believed 
to promote vitality and healing, 
fueling a niche but lucrative market. 
The global demand for these 
products has given rise to new 
opportunities for Australian 
farmers, who are stepping up to 
meet both domestic and interna-
tional needs. 

Sustainable Practices: A Model for 
the Future
One of the key advantages of deer 
farming in Australia is its low 
environmental footprint compared 
to other forms of livestock farming. 
Deer are naturally well-suited to the 
country’s harsh landscapes, 
requiring relatively low levels of 
water and feed. Unlike cattle, which 
can be resource-intensive and 
damaging to the land, deer are less 
likely to overgraze and cause soil 
degradation. Their grazing habits 
help maintain the health of 
pastures, making deer farming a 
more sustainable option for the 
environment.
The natural behavior of deer also 
makes them less reliant on antibiot-
ics and other veterinary interven-
tions commonly used in traditional 
farming. Deer farming, when done 
responsibly, can have a minimal 
impact on the surrounding 
ecosystem, offering an environmen-
tally friendly alternative to conven-
tional livestock agriculture. This 
commitment to sustainability is a 
growing trend in Australian 
agriculture as farmers continue to 
seek ways to balance production 
with environmental stewardship.

Technological Innovations in Deer 
Farming
While deer farming may have 
started as a niche industry, it has 
quickly embraced technological 
innovations that are transforming 
the sector. Australian farmers are 
increasingly integrating advanced 
technologies such as precision 
livestock farming, genetic selection, 
and automated systems into their 
operations. 
Precision livestock farming allows 
farmers to monitor the health, 
behavior, and growth of their deer 
in real time. By using GPS tracking, 
biometric sensors, and environmental 
data, farmers can ensure that their 
herds are well-managed, healthy, 
and thriving. This level of monitor-
ing also allows for early detection of 
health issues, reducing the need for 
intensive treatments and ensuring 
that the deer are raised in optimal 
conditions.
Genetic selection is another area 
where innovation is making waves 
in the Australian deer farming 
industry. Through selective 
breeding, farmers are producing 
deer with superior genetics that 
result in faster growth, better disease 
resistance, and higher-quality 
venison and velvet. This process 
ensures that Australian deer farms 
can meet increasing market 
demands while maintaining high 
standards of animal welfare and 
product quality.
Furthermore, the integration of 
automated systems in feeding, 
milking, and other processes is 
helping farmers streamline 
operations, reduce labor costs, and 
increase overall productivity.   
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These technological advancements 
not only enhance e�ciency but also 
contribute to the welfare of the 
animals, as they reduce stress and 
promote more natural living conditions.

Ethical Considerations and Animal 
Welfare
As with any emerging industry, 
there are ethical considerations that 
come with the growth of deer farming. 
Ensuring that deer are treated 
humanely and ethically is a key 
concern for both consumers and 
producers. Australian deer farmers 
are increasingly mindful of these 
issues, focusing on raising animals 
in stress-free, natural environments 
that mimic their wild habitats as 
much as possible.
Deer are generally less domesticated 
than other farm animals, which can 
make them more sensitive to human 
intervention. 
However, Australian farmers are 
adopting more ethical practices that 
align with animal welfare standards. 
The use of free-range systems, the 
reduction of stress factors, and the   

implementation of natural grazing 
patterns are all part of the broader 
movement toward responsible and 
ethical deer farming in Australia. 
Farmers are also working with 
veterinary experts to ensure that 
their practices meet the highest 
standards of care.
The rising focus on animal welfare is 
reflected in the broader trend toward 
ethical sourcing and transparency in 
the food and agricultural sectors. As 
consumers demand more ethically 
produced food products, Australian 
deer farming is increasingly seen as 
an example of responsible farming.

The Future of Australian Deer 
Farming
The future of Australian deer farming 
is bright, with immense growth 
potential in both domestic and 
international markets. As global 
demand for venison, deer velvet, 
and other related products continues 
to rise, Australian farmers are 
well-positioned to meet these needs. 
The country’s unique climate, vast 
open spaces, and growing expertise

in deer management make it an ideal 
location for expanding this industry.
Innovation will continue to play a 
crucial role in shaping the future of 
Australian deer farming. From adopting 
sustainable farming practices to 
leveraging cutting-edge technology, 
Australian deer farmers are embracing 
new methods that will not only 
increase productivity but also help 
meet the ethical and environmental 
challenges of modern agriculture.
For the Australian agricultural sector, 
deer farming represents a promising 
opportunity—a chance to diversify 
production, create high-value products, 
and contribute to global sustainability 
goals. With its commitment to 
innovation, sustainability, and animal 
welfare, the Australian deer farming 
industry is carving out a future that 
promises both economic growth and 
environmental responsibility.
In this new frontier, Australian deer 
farming is more than just a passing 
trend; it is the vanguard of agricultural 
innovation.

Photo by unsplash
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Phil Giancono with his Duncan Drill fitted with RYAN NT retrofit double discs

The Duncan Drill with discs is a contractor's dream

Giancono said as a contractor, he used to have to go to 
everyone's places to have a look to see if the seeding job 
would be suitable for his tine machine.

“But now, with the discs, I didn't have to go to any jobs 
to check the land out; I just rocked up and did it and 
seeded with ease,” he said.

“It chops through kike thatch easily.

“Compared to your cheaper Chinese seeders, it's night 
and day with the discs on the Duncan Drill.

“It still brings up a bit of rock, but not nothing compared 
to your tines.

“Another considerable saving that I noticed was fuel 
e�ciency.

“When I sat down and worked it out, we probably saved 
about 30% in fuel compared to operating with a tine.

“So overall, we're pretty happy with the conversion.
When asked how many acres he sowed and if he could 
get the seed in the ground faster than with tines, 
Giancono explained, “They did a total of around 700 and 
were up a gear”.

“We covered a fair bit of land this year,” he said.

“You’re still limited to how fast it can go, but definitely a 
bit faster than your tine.

“You don't have as much soil throw with the discs 
compared to the tines on the Duncan Drill, and the fuel 
e�ciency stood out with us.

“That was a big one.”
Get superior penetration & cutting with your Duncan 
Seeder

RYAN-NT has developed its retrofit double disc to assist 
farmers in planting into trash. Over many years, they 
have created this economical system and now have a 
model to suit the popular New Zealand system, the 
Duncan Drill.

Unlike conventional double discs, they have designed the 
RYAN-NT Double Discs with an offset axle design where 
the serrated disc is forward of the plain disc. The unique 
design allows better penetration and cutting versus the 
conventional side-by-side system.

The coulter discs are a massive 18” for ease of rolling, 
with plenty of height, keeping the bearings out of the 
soil. The axles are a massive 30mm fitted with Timken 
tapered bearings.

The disc legs are attached to a heavy-duty 400lb RYAN 
Tyne Trip, allowing the disc assembly to handle the 
roughest terrain.

In addition, the Ryan system has tungsten mud scrapers 
and front and rear seed boots.

4
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Since it first opened 18 years 
ago, the Central West Livestock 
Exchange (CWLE) has grown 
to be one of the largest livestock 
selling centres in Australia and 
has become a leading selling 
centre for vendors and buyers in 
Victoria, NSW and Queensland.

CWLE has grown significantly 
since it opened its cattle yards 
in 2006, with the sheep yards  
being added in 2010 and pig 
yards added in 2012. In 2019 it 
significantly expanded its cattle 
yards to double its capacity to 
148 pens.

According to the National 
Livestock Reporting Service 
2023-24 Saleyard Survey CWLE 
was the second largest sheep 
selling centre in NSW and the 
third largest in Australia, with 

1,302,432 sheep being yarded 
through. It was the eighth  
largest for cattle in NSW with 
59,024 sold.   

However, the first four months 
of the 2024-25 financial year 
have seen a surge in demand 
for sheep and cattle. Between 
July and October 2024, a 
staggering 721,437 sheep were 
sold at CWLE – an increase of 
40% compared to the same 
period in 2023.  

In the same period 30,099 
cattle were sold – an increase 
of 32% since last year and the 
largest numbers since 2014.
The high demand has also led 
to a surge in per head prices, 
with export lambs peaking at 
$324 per head at the sheep sale 

 

on 16 July 2024 – an increase 
of $144 compared to the 
corresponding sale in July 2023 
and well above the national 
heavy lamb average per head 
price of $268 at the time.

According to Forbes Shire 
Council General Manager, 
Steve Loane, Forbes’ central 
location on the Newell  Highway, 
the major inland link between 
Victoria, NSW and Queensland, 
had attracted more vendors 
interstate.

“We have become a selling 
centre of choice for livestock 
vendors in Victoria, Queensland  
and across western NSW, and 
our central location makes it 
easy for them to access us,” he 
said. 

 

CWLE boasts state-of-the-art 
facilities including a truck wash, 
dog run, 24-hour showers and 
toilets, and a road train ramp 
that allows for side loading of 
animals into the yards. 

Mr Loane said these factors 
had attracted more vendors 
to sell and buy livestock in  
Forbes. “Our resting paddocks 
and feeding services for 
livestock are particularly 
attractive for sellers travelling 
long distances as it allows them 
to transport their livestock 
here a few days before a sale 
and they know  their animals 
will be looked after, giving 
them peace of mind and 
ensuring they don’t have to 
rush here for a sale” he said.

CWLE GROWS TO BECOME PREMIER 
SELLING CENTRE
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60 YEARS STRONG

• Stock & Domestic 

• Artesian 

• Irrigation Projects

• Monitoring Bores 

• Production Bores (Commercial)

• Exploration & Dewatering 
• Piezometer Bores & Installation

• Injection Bores 
• Bore Decommissioning

• Bore Rejuvenation & Maintenance
• Ventilation shafts up to 2.5 metres diameter Experienced 

Artesian 
Drillers



Titan AXP CoAXium barley  

OutlawP conventional canola 

Bandit TTP canola  

Renegade TTP canola  

LawlerP narrow-leaf lupin

CalibreP wheat

IllaboP wheat
 

Varieties for 2023

New

New

New

New

agtbreeding.com.au

New

Contact your AGT Variety Support Manager for more details:

Northern WA Southern WA SA Vic Southern NSW Northern NSW/QLD

Alana Hartley 
0417 919 299

Floyd Sullivan 
0499 580 260

Brad Koster
0400 812 475

Rob Harris 
0429 576 044

James Whiteley 
0419 840 589

Douglas Lush
0407 177 029
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